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HOW WELL ARE OUR PUERTO RICAN CHILDREN -DOING IN SCHCOL?
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The first measure of a good school must be:
Are the children learning to read?

New York State is one of the few states in the country
“here every child - in public, varochial and private
schools 1s given the same test. Thus we can compare our
children to children in tne rest of the city, and in the
rest of the state.

In October 1969, 74Z of the children in New York State
Scored above minimum competency in reading.

But only 52% of the children in New York City reached
this standard.

AND ONLY 27% OF THE CHILDREN IN DISTRICT 7 READ ABOVE
MINIMUM COMPETENCY! Thus, District 7, with the most
Puerto Rican students in the city, also had the lowest
reading scores in the city...and the state!

Only half of the children who complete junior high school
in District 7 read well enough to gqualify for a diploma.

57% of the Puerto Rican students drop out in their
first two years of high school -- compared to 29%
for mainland whites.

Although 25% of the public school students in the city
schools are Puerto Rican, only 3% (or 1600) of the
students who received Academic Diplomas from our city
high schools in June 69 were Puerto Rican!




THE MOST SERIOUS PROBLEM IS OUR SCHOOLZ DON'T HAVE PUERTO RICAN STAFF

k& The Puertc Rican Forum issued a recent study showing that
out cf 55,000 teachers in New York City, only 350
were Fuerto Rican!

*¥ The figures for District 7 -- with a student population

wnicn is 65% Puerto Rican -- are even more scandalous.
There are 22 scrools and 1 Rilingual School in our district.

Thus, there are 19,00C Puerto Fican students in the other
22 schocels where...
Of 91 principals anc assistant principals, only 3 are
Puerto Rican!

Of 1580 teachers, only 55 are Puerto Rican or Cuban!

Of 32 guidance counselors, only cne is Puerto Rican!

¥® This pattern contrasts snharply with the staff ratio- in
Black cocmmunities. For although there zre far too few
Black superviscrs and teachers throughout the system, at
least in Harlem and Bedford-Stuyvesarnt the percentage of
Black staff is larger than the average for the total city.



wHAT HAPPENS TO OUR CHILDREN WHEN TKEY GO TO THESE SCHOOLS?

Statistics cannot tell the story. When there is such a shocking
iack of Spanish-speaking staff in z district like ours, the cost
to the pupil and his family is immeasurable!

¥% We can tell you statistically that 15% of our children speak
rno English at all. But can you visualize what happens to these
3080 children indivicually? iiost of them waste their hours away
sitting in front ¢r &n English-speaking teacher.

"8 The child does nct respond. The teacher thinks something is

wrong with the chilc's btrain. He is tested - in English. He is
labelled retarded. He is left to stagnate. Is 1t surprising
tihat he suddenly "runs wild" through the halls or throws rocks
At the school window? -

“%®  Parents come to ask questicns. But the only professional in the
entire school who speaks Spanlish is the bilingual teacher. She
is so busy translating for the principal, translating for the
secretaries, translating for the teachers, -- that she can
barely find time for the parents.

¥# Guidance Ccunselors who don't understand us discourage cur
children. They often misguide themn.

4% Teachers tell their students toc listen and learn. They teach
about Paul Bunyan, but they don't listen or understand when the
children gziggle about Juan Bobo. They make the class memorize
the history cf Plymouth, Massachusetts cor Jamestown, Virginia.
But wnenr the children chatter about Caparra or Lares, the
teachers call for silence.

®% And our community turns frustrated and bitter. The Black
English-speaking children are held back when the Spanish
children don't understand what i1s going on. But out of anger,
the children cften turn on each other.

## A nundred times each day opportunities for cultural understanding
aréd aporeciation, cpportunities for learning irn two languages are
ignored. Althougzh the Blacks and the Puerto Ricans are living
side by side in our community, we never get a chance to learn
whzt we have in common. We are set at each other's throats by a
school system which is cheating us toth.




wEAT SCLUTIONS °G %S PROPOSE?

#CPE SILINGUAL EDUCATION
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Ve want to see bilingual clasiaz in every nrade in every school
in cur disspeios. '

The schools in Nistrict 7 must Le restructured sc that Spanish
speaking rupils will bte taught English for part of the day,

and all other subjects in their native language until they
become proficient in Englisn.

After the children have learned Enzlish, they siould, if they
wish, ccntinue learnins in Lotk lansuages.

The Engzlish spaaxing chiluren snould also have thie opportunity
£o learn Spanish.

HORE PUERTO RICAN AND HISPARLC STASF
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Tnere must %e = massive increase of bilingusl personnel in our

School system. Starting this Septenber, in Discrict 7, we would
like to sze 2very single vacancy filled by a Blacx or Bilingual

person, with maximum emohasls on the Puertc Rican. This calls”

for an agpressive staff recruitment campaign.

The state must exempt disnricts such as ours from all .the
traditional licensing requirements. Experienced teachers from
Puerto Rigcce, Cupa and other Latin countries should be actively
and enthusiastically scught after. They shiculd ke hired as
provisional teachers immediately, and allowed to demonstrate
thelr apility through on-the-jobLb performance.

al' & carndidave is experienced anéd speaks Spanish fluently, but

is weak i1 English, she snculd be placed as a teacher working
with Spanish speaking chiidren, while she studies and increases
her proficiency in English. The schcol day should be reorganized
to maxe full use of these talents, with the children studying
english under zncther teacner,

INCREASE TZACHER THEAINING OFPORTUNITIES FOR PUERTO RICANS.

e

An intensc prorrzm is needed tc help Puerto Rican high school
graduztes, Fuerte Rican college students, and Puerto Rican
parz-vrofessionals hecome teachiers. Too many are now being dumped
into unrezilszic courses whichk co not help chem but do frighten
them. They n2cd finzncial and perscoral suppert, a2nd released time
32 tney tan hecome teachers as julckly as possible.
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An internzilic srcsram ls nseded to prepare Puexrto Ricans to
assure supervisory pcsirions in cur district. Current opportunities
are t0o 1initad ana remove taliented people from cur community.
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MORE BILINZUAL CUBRICULUM AND TESTING MATERIAL

¥¥ Although everyone talks about the many btooks and new

curriculum materials aveilable for the Puerto Rican
child, vwe do not sce them in most of our schools.

®®  New screening tests are needed for the Spanish youngster.

He =hould be tested ip hiz own languare ty people who
can understand him culturally ané linguistically.

PERFORMANCE STANDAADS WUST BE EICH -- TOR THE STAFF AHD THE STUDENTS

%% e believe that the uarents, the staff, and the Community
School Bcard must set performance standards for the staff.
We think that poor caildren can learn just as well as
middle class children. Unless we can hold our staff -
Puerto Hican stafi und other starf - accountable for
r=sults, nc new nrogranms will help our children.

he Puerto Rican cnila must be tested annually, just as

e Englisih speaking child is vested., Yearly repcrts must

Le rejuired zilvinz academic progress in reading and math

for tine Srmanisn speaking chila and for zll the other

cnildren. OQur children srould nct te excluded from tests

tezause they can’'t speak English, Test them in Spanishn!
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#¥ The state must hold the scheals accountable, tco. When
you test =211 the children, znd find that some schools
have three-fourths of the children three and four years
venind in reading, the scats snculd take over those
schcols. It is uncensciorable that those teachers
ehould continue to draw salaries for such terrible results.

£® e are onrposed tn the policy cof annually cromoting
everycne whetner or not thev learn.

E# ‘e are equally orpesed to the policy of keeping teachers
on s3taflf whether cor not thev tezch.
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