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CHAPTER VI
THE PROBLEM OF EDUCATION AND RECREATION
' Probably the greatest boon which a eity like Hew York offers the Negro
at present is an opportunity for his ahild::m to recelve an education comparable
to that given the white ohild., 3ince meny of the children thomselves received a
part of their education im the schools of the South, New York Clty affords them
thelr first experience in adequately equipped end msmned schools, Naturally
there arise problems of adjustment which tax the matience and administrative
eapacity of sohool euthorities and temchers, THowever, these problems are nob
essentially different from those arising as the result of the progence of large
nuzbers of shildren of foreign-born parentage. In feet, the schools of New York
City have been the one institution im which demoeratic prineiples have tended to
break dowm racisl and national differences, Ixeept for the West Indisn element,
the Mriam Negro population is native-born and the Viest Indians themselves are
‘ an :hn.g;luh speaking people, Therefore, except for the fact of solor the entire legre
population - West Indian as well as the imerican~bern ~ would be more easily
assimilated into the school system then most children of foreign~born parentage.
On the whole, Yegro parents have teaken advantage of the edueational opportunites
offered and the Hegro child hes bhecoms adjusted to the educational system of Hew
York City, On the other hand, the sohool authorities have shown a digposition
to maintain the demooratis idesls of the school system by sssigning Negro teachers
to verious sections of the city, UHevertheless, the Wegro in Harlem has made ger
fous complaints against the schools of his community on the grounds that they are
old, poorly equipped and overorowded and constitute fire hazsards, in addition
to the fact that, in the administration of these schools, the welfare of the
children is negleoted end racial disorimination is practioced,
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le Physioel iopocts of the Schools

five junior high schoole, ono sendor bigh school, an ammex of the Straubew
miller Testile High Sohool and the lanbatben Industriel Trade School for Doyss
A11 of thwee school tuiodings except four, two of which were loased
end ctore stiuctures, the ramsining boing constructed of Lricks Asccording ¢o
the Anuel Financial end Statistical Roport of the Board of Bducation for 1933,
soventoen of theee bulldinge sve five proof, nino partly fire proof
of tho type erccted belore 1002s ] ,
1900, although eight of them have hed subsoquent additions, in most cases,
howovery before 1800 VWhdle thirtoon of ¢l® school bulldings weye consbructed
in 1900 or laotor, olly five of theso thirteen have boen erocted singe 1910 If
wo consideyr only those schools 4n the arce fnvwhb h ﬁaﬁmt are congentreted,
snbery sohool has boon crovted during the pest ton yoarss The
last school to bo ullt in the Negro arce was the junior high school at 135th
be Avorue, vwhich was erocted in 1085

pommundty thore wre twontyetoe olomentary schools,

Ino rdor to get a real picture of tho schools vhich the Yest majority
of the legpe children attond, on mugt bo behind tho above figures concerning
tholr ape, the naterial of which are constructed, endthoir classiffcation row
1-tive to fire risks. Ono nceds only to orbor ono of these schools to be nade
cwaroof 468 ago which 48 roflocted in its shabbiness, its unsa-dtary chaditien,
and its antiquated arohitocture. Lot us tele o lock ab, porhaps, the worst
of theso schools, Pe Se¢ 89, at the cornor of 135th ftreet and Lonox Avonne,
which ves buil® in 18089 and had en sddition mede %0 4t in 1805, This
school containg in en extrome degreo all the bad features of the schools of
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Horlems First of all, within e radius of two blocks of this mehool, theve ave

saloons, four moving pleture houses and two

&‘@ti” m& pardens " ﬁ&x n@ or

hotele alleged to be dlsreputuble, besides one solid block of rooning houses which

are hnown w be the conter of vico wmnd the hide=outs f vendlors of norcot

and other ¢riminalse If ome atterpts to enter tho building, one mwt be
caroful to step betweon or walk around unemployed men seated on the stope of
of the entvances After entering the school building, en offensive avdor
groeté one as he pasces
classroomss On the day that one of ouwr 1:1#%&@%&*;& vigited @;ﬁ' ﬁﬁi&&iw,

up the staizs loading to the prineipal’s office and the

the firet thing that attrmcted hie ettention in the prineipal's officewms
a pile of old shoes strung across the floar and a pile of old clethes stacked
in one commers “he princlel’s office wep equipped with mﬂ;;m @ilapidated

doek and two chalrs, ono of which wes byok

The phyelcal appearanco of the meincipalts office wae typlesl of the

building as a sholos %m;m; thie sohool has classes fron the kindergarton

to the sixth grade, the mm m of the type sulted to kindergarton a&m
drens These seated are naturally unemforteble f&e the majority of the
children in the gchool vho ave ovor eight years of ages The olocerooms

are dark and etuffy; the dlackboarde are old and defectivej and the wooden
floors are dirty and offénsive, 4% the time the vioit wes nade to this
aschoo}, ten of the :‘w&ﬁ«»,ﬁ;‘iw roomes wore out of pe bsmm of a recent

fire. This school, vhich 48 classified &+ a partielly fiveproof building
had hed six firvee during the pest four years. 7This school, like other
schools in the Hegre avea, is overcrowled and therefore mmot run two

pnasius or librery and 1s gonerally
lacking in the educational equipnent vhich ia  dos

possionss lMoreover, the school has no gy

mod  necosaory
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thile this is probubly the wrst school in the Negro wsection of
‘ Harlem, the majority of the other schoole siow similer characteristics

forty yoare ago, ey show meny of the same charecteristics relative to

Bs  Since most of them were built fron twenty-five to

gconstruction, lack of equipuent, and, in eore cases, fire hoparde. (ne
mrincipal excused the schoolfs bad ordor, shich he tried o hove over
came by spreeding earbolic aeid a?:xmi, on the ground that students not
coping to g to the levatories outside used the stairs for tollets. In
another school, where there hed been o fire five yoars agoe and the fire
deportrent had made recamemdotions, nore of them hed beon followed, In
peny of the other schools, ome finds the same problem of overorowdings
That this overerewding affects chiefly the schools in which Negro chile
drop yeprosent the majority of the pupils is dhown by the “fpores
. sehools baving more thean one sessione Of the nipe schoole in this aves,
only one school with practically 100 per cent lNegro atiendanco hus @
pingle sessions In five of those schools in wilch W’G ehildran conetie
fute from 85 $0 100 por cont of e puplils, there are three pessions in

three schoole end double soosion in the other $woe. The

sohools in which legro children constitute from 10 o 20 per cent of the
pupile bave only single cessioms. In eddition to two and $hweo sopeions
in ot losst half of the clementary schools, there are between forty and
fifty pupils per clacs.

strative end Muoctionol ‘roblams

Overerowding undor any eireuwsetences would tend to noke more ALiffie
' cult the problem of disciplines Zherefore, it is not swprising to find
that in those sghools discipline prosonts o serious problam, However,

there ave othey fagtos that are responsible for the pituation in reg rd



what extent each factor is responsible for the general lack of diseipline

in these schools, one may indicate in what way each comtributes to the present
eondition, We shall consider, first, the teadhing steff in these schools,
not however becteuse they are primarily responsible, for we believe that there
are more fundamental factors. It seems that many of the white teachers
appointed to the schools of Harlem regard the appointment as a sort of pun-
iskment, Theyloock upon their eppointment in Harlem in this way, anot only be-
cause they are to teach liegross, but also because of the conditioms under
which they tesch. AL any rate, there appears to be a great deal of turnover
in the white persomnnel of these schools, It is quite matural that teachors
whe regard their work in this light certainly will nct have & sympathetic ate
titude towards the childrenm who present many behavior problems in the Harlem
schools, 1In the second place, it appears from observation of the schools,
and some prineipals have substantiated the observaticn, that a disproportionate
number of older white teachers arc to be found in the Horlem schools, It has
been claimed that these teachers have asserted their right to remain in the
gchools in which they have served a long time although the influx of Negroes
has brouzht new problems, or they have been appointed to serve in Harlem une
+il they were eligible for retirsment, These older teachers are naturally
impatient and mayzngaa‘aheth towards the children, Moreover, the problems preo=
sonted in these schools often require the physieal wvigor and cnergy which only
young men end wemen are able to exert. These statoments in eegard to white
teachers in Herlem are not eritieimms directed at white teachers as a group
for many of them exhibit an intelligent and sympathetie understanding of

Negor childrer which some HNegro teachers in these schoeols do mot pésaasa/



¥o ono should expect teachors, either white or colored, to overoow
the deficiencies in training which rosult from broken homos, poverty, a
viclous envivorment, retardetion, end ill-heelths Yot the goneral lack
of ddescipline which the teschers have to deal with are due in part to all
of thece faoborse About 25 per cent of the Negro familics of Harlem aye
broken fomilics; i e, fomilics with only & woman ae heade According to
the principal of one of the schools of Harlem, in 699 of 1,600 fumilies
reprosontod by the ohildren the father was either decd or had deserted his
fanilys Thet delinguency emong tho school ehdldren seemed to be tied wp
with broken homes appeared in the report of another principal who found
that 76 per cent of delinguent chdldren in his sohool had cowe from brokea
homess The facts governing the family background of a large percentage of
the school ohiidren #f Harlem are indlcative

tural footors which must be talen inte consideration in relation to the
laok of disoiplines They oall attention to the vicious neighborhoods in
which these ochildren are forced Lo live ag well as the viclious moighborboods
Jing these schoolss One principal, in denying thot there wos & sex
. problem in his sehool, admittod thet men and older boys whoe did not atbend
the school often chowed girl students into the sghool end there are loe
gtances when these girls haverbeen attackeds It is nob sur; riging thot this
happens since it eppears that the principals are poworless %0 exort any

prossure on the police o prevent such occurenses or o close the vicious
posorts which are allowed to oporate in the noighborhood of the schoolse
Thides @lfficult to sey to what extont the vicious behsvior exhibited by the
studerts in their prectice of carrying weapons
lotions is direct reflection of the vicicus enviromment sbout the schoolds

or $n their homoscexual 1oe
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ginee povorty, as we he shown in the third chaptor, is the problem
of prizery deportanse to the Yegro in Harlen, it is responsible for meny
of the probloms of the schools in the eomunity, Hany of the children stay
evway fro: school bessuse of the lack of food and expooially clothing. Meny
ecne $o ochool humgry end are listless or eonlain because of the leck of
food, In one school aléme, 1000 frec lunchos wore seorved daily, The laek
of nourighment is rospcusible for low witelity and meies the children suseo ~
t4ble %o ‘iscase, In s Junior high school, teiween Jumary 4th snd June
20th, 1935, there were 1350 ¢asen of malwmubrition end 8 essos of tubereulosis
brogebt to the stbention of the school suthoritites,

Alorg with the delinguency, twene, end 111 heslth, retardation econe
gtitubos one of the nejor problems of the schools of Harlems Idke those

other probleomg, it esnmet bo eonsicerved iu fsoltebion from the other noclal
problens of the schools or the sovdnl end gconomie problens of the community,
@wrwgw& sardls in the olese ¢ croste problems of digednline and arve rew
goomsitle for delinquensy and trussey, Seme of the reterdation 16 due to the
oot YHat those children rescivod part of their sdusa:lon in the seheols of
the Boukh, But one van not diseount the grnersl daowirommont from which these
ohildren oaso to the ety of Bow York, I, some of the schoold, twenby-five

per oemb or move of the ehAldren ere yeherded, Wile speoisl classes to deal
with '@hﬁﬁ problem are found in sane of the sohools, on the whole, personmel
and WW% are lacklng,

In fact, one of the most sericve gherges thet muel be twrought again st
the wﬁ%?@iﬁ in Barlan 18 that they 1sek the nerecvnel ard the senimsent
whioh wodery schools heve at Gholr disposel for haniling lotelligeutly and
wﬁaiﬂ%ﬁ‘ﬁy thke sooa:l problems of the pupile, ae distinguished from the
elacatioral problons in the traditiossl sense of the tern. Heovestional
fauiliﬁaﬁ, gﬁ«e lecking in most of the schools.
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¢hildren are forced to use the streets foralay;zrmndsanﬁthsrbv are thrown
in eortaet with the vieious elements in the camumity. Very few schools

vave the servieds of o visiting teacher, IHarlem 4s the only ssetion of the
eity without mursery schools, altho gh »o seotion nesds them more then this
area of broken hemes and with & lsrze provertion of mothers who nust works
tiereover, if & Wegro child is on the verge of delinauenecy, the school prin-
cipais do not have the essistence of nsychelogist epd psyehistrists, Usually
the child ie dismissed from shool witheut eny further provisious, $he New
York Trainine School for Boye et Verwich, New York, ie the enly eorrective
§ngtitution in the stat where Hegro delinguents sre admitted, It is worth
while to note thet this school nust serve the entive state. Atteched herto
will be noted & veport of an inberview with e Mr. Robert L. Cooper, pere
feining to this school. In vegard to the hesith of the school children, the
game Situstion prevails, There is ro prograr for dealing systematically with
the heelth problews of children in this area. Horeover, wlcfere agencles
scoperatirg with the sehoecls have not gade the seme provisions for sending
Vegro children to camp end the seaghore a& they heve done in tho case of the
whitet,

3., Diseriminatory Practises,

Although the publie schools of New York Gity are supposed to be free
fpom recinl disoriminetion and we have already camented upon the extent
to ¥hich ‘hey hebc lived up to denocratic ideals, or study of the school
gystem in Hayriem hes brought out many forms of digorimination which are
rpcial in cheracter. Rirst, “the grossly unfair, diserinivatory and proe
judicied treatment of the Negro shild appears from the fact that the Board =

of Bdueation in asking funds from the federal goverment for 168 new

school buildings in lew York asked forbut ome armex in Herlem,” In spife



75

of the sonditions whieh we havé deseribed above, of the §120,747,000 asied,
$400,000 wes sovassiold for echools atbended by e vaeb majority of

eolored ahildren, Llthoush this progren hes been abendoned, I indcsben

the goversl sttitude of the sahool authoritics toverds the eduseticusl ngpeds
of the Harles ecomundiys

Yorgovar, our frvestigstions ensble us to polnd €0 typoes of discriet- ‘
mation whidh hove baccas estetlished preeiices in the Enrlen echosls so Day
pg Negro puplles are conoerned, In thie oooncotion, we furn our ablboubion
firet to the Wedledgh High Schosl whore meet the the Tegro pirls 4n the
Harlen aves are roquired to do thelr soviow Migh seheel worl, The meln
wilfioe of this shonl L losated on 1145h Stroet belween TCh end 8tk
Bysrowe and hee two amnxes, ove on 10208 Btroet und the othor on 13HE
Stroat and Q@ww% Avorue,  Aoout thirky por conlt of the stud ot body 18
Teere, the rossixder beisg divided as follows: white Aowerloon end Jowdsh,
25 per somb wooh: Itallen, 18 por cuob: and Spanish, § per cent, A1) of
these yeoiul gyouss ave reprosecied on the téaching staf? Wt for somo
posson the neuo of Lthe Begro tencher vho han been at the adhool three yoaps
doos uot appeey 86 a memboy of the teacthing 95022 In the schocl's handbaok,
Nost of the Negre glrles-zboub sewsaty~Iive por conbeattonding this school
sre pursuing courses in dresanaiing, desestleo gcinronce, add ¢ her vonntional
goursas which e given 1o the ualn Wullding, Only den per sent of the pue
pilg in the 1022€ Birect srmex whore the cosmercial courses are glven ere
Bepre, In the 186th Strect ammex whore the seadenic weyk, precaring pupile
for erbtronee to inetitutiove of edllesiste atanding, 48 givon, only fifbeen

ray cont of the puplls wre Nogro., Bub ix the gpecisl eoursee which prepare
girls for the cutstending women's collagoes not s single Fegro girl wna one

rolled for the teym of 1088, 4 somparatively larpe mumber of these Uegro

girls, abeut twelve per ceut, arc drooped from the avcdenle departiunt bee

ceuse of deflcioncies.
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In peokin: the ecmmoe for the voncenbration of Negro girls in certain
types of eourses, ove is naturally interested to lmow whethor it is due Lo
thoir peculiar aspiretions, irbelligonoe and general soolal baskground o
to same melective and dirocting influonce exorcised by the school authoris
tiose In the first plece, the relatively small muwber of Nogro girls who go
from the junior to the senior high sehool 1s duc to the fuct thoy are selecte

sents in the junior high sohoolss liany of

thelr own, but becsusoe the poorly equipped and erowded jusior high schools
of Tarien do not give them adeguate preparetion for outrance %0 & gondor
nich schools Wirdle this sceounts in part for vhe small mumber entering the
genior high school and their coscentrution in the vocetional ootirses, 3% is
not the whole storye The seloction is due in the nein to the poliey of the
educatdonnl advisers. These advisors, often reflecting the traditional bee

erning the sapacity of the legro for purely ecademic pureuits, dir-
ect these girls inbo woostional coursess These educational edvisers digooure
age Negre girls from taking the comercial courses on the ground that opporw
funities arve nob open do legro girls in the comercial field.

The problem of giving voeational guidanc
farien is an especially difficult one even for the felreminded educationsl
advisers A6 ono cesmingly wonsclentious esd intelligent adviser put the
problems Should she clrect Negro ebildren into lines of oooupations ege
cording to their intelligence snd intercst, eltheugh it was kmows that Hee
groes were not employed in such socupebionss or should she, taking into con
sldeyntion this fact, direct them into fields in whieh they would be likely
to find employments While it is t.ue that a consclentious adviser may be
conselous of the problem fmvolved, as a mstbter of faet, it roguires mere

o to the Negro children of
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than conscientiousness, Some of these sdvisers have no imowledge of the
cooupations in whiech Negroes have boen sble %o enber in spito of tradie
+1 sl notions and prejudices nor are they concernod withthe Hegrots strug~
gle to break down the eolor barrier in induetry. Vocational consellors who
are charged with mapping oub the future carcers of Negro ehildren in NHerlen
should only be such persons as poss-ss & broed knowledge and understanding of
the Negro's econcmie problems and who are in sympathy with his sepiretions.
Bo one who is domineted by traditicnal beliefs coneerning the liegro's eapa-
eity for inmtellestual oulture or his proper place in soclety is it %o
oounsel him in his choloo of & carreer.

¥hile it ie maturally dicfioult to guege the extent of recisl disorime
ination in tho sehools of Herlem, ther is enough authentie evidense to jJuste
ify this charge ou the part of the oitixens of IHarlem. Uno needs go mo fuye
ther then Viadleigh High Sehool, which wé have been considoring. Disecrimine-
tion tecomes evident espocidiy in the soeial relations of the am&mg This
hee boen oxcused on the grounds thet southéyh white toachors in the school obe
jeet to the mingling of white end Negro ehildren in purely sosiel affairs,
Beeh year the school gives a bost ride to Indisn Point whore hore is & swime
ning pools The Hogro girls aro tarrved from the gvimming pocl at this resort
on the grounds thet the owner has & provision in the lease that Hegroes are
not to use “he pool, It is rumored that this restriction hes not beon objeste
ed to on the part of the sechool suthorities boosuse it offers a means of dige
eouraging Negro girls from going on the outing. In either ease, if the cwmer
of the resort insiste upon ineluding such a provision sgainst Negroosm, it s
elearly the duty of the school authorities to refuse to lesse his resort,
Neither the reeial preiudices of southern white teachers ncy the prejudice of
the ownoy of a pleasure resort sh uld be of groater consideraticsn than the
insult thet ie offered to Negro children and the consequent damage thet is
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‘ dome to the persomality of young péople by maki-g then fosl G-t they are
unfit for assoclation with other human beings.
f"; Other cases of racial disorinination could bo cited, But nore fupore
 tgat, though less well defined, practices of the sehoolartherties in regayd
to tho Negro need to be sonsidored, For example, was it a mere aceident
t&mﬁ 8 visitor to one of the dementary schools sew the white giris dressed
fltn ourses uniforms dircoting vieitors a out while the Negre givls were
| ﬁmasﬁ& a8 waitrossos and sorved the visiting toachers, lost of the white
C :’Bm&m' and principals of Farlem denmy thet there is any vracial dissrinioew
ﬁtem and generelly back wp their statesent by emphasizing the lack of overt
/aots of discriminstion against the Ndgre. This often is true, fer the dise
 :{ ﬁrixnmtim is subtle to the extemt that the legro is ignoved er rogarded me
‘ Waﬁmﬁs This bocomes obwious when attonds the public functions
¢£ the sehools, On these oocasions whem the Oeumud
%Mam in the 1ife of the sehool, tue whould think thet there were mo
Mm in the world or at least capable of apscarizg es its ropresentatives,
wf}f course; often the Negro is not thoug ¢ of slmply bos use many of the
//’f ;m&mﬂ Imow nothing of Begrocs exeept in the role of soyvants, 0lowns, or
, f eriminale, This hes furnished the basis for the somtention cn the part of
’ the oitizons of liarlen thet courses in Negro history should be given in the
schools and thot the teachers in these schools should know something of the
' Begro's ettadmonts in incricen eivillsaticn,
;; Vocaticnal sducation for the Uegro in Herlem desorves separate ooncie
dorations The situetion in regard to this shole questicn prosonts & strange
‘ paradox, On the one hend, 4t is thought proper thet Yegro children should
| bave industriel treining, but, when it conds to giving them real vocationsl
f tredning, it is said thet they are not prepered for such training. So
|

A
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whet do wo £ind., lot us consider the Horlem armex of the Straubemuller
fextile High School, which seeningly hes bocone & Gunping ground for the
dull or problem children in tho srea from which it draws the ms jority of
its pupile. This school hes practically no equipment o caryy on the work
it is suppossd to do, That is, of course, mo foult of the principel in
charge of the schocl, There areo no Pasilities to give the wok of the
dresemaking department in which practically all the pupils are Hogro,
The shop in which elestricity 48 4a wht s equipped wi th two dynanos
supplied by the instructor himgelf since the Board of Bduscation has nover
put any eguipment in the shops The same is true in respect to the courscs
in biclegy, chemistry snd physics, Sinee it is obviously impossible to give
gourses in this amex in any way comparable to those given in the main
builddng, it appears that gtudents ere kept there until they reach tho age
1imit for compulsory schoel attondance.

it the Msnhatten Trede Sehool for Boye where real voeatiorel training
is given, we find relatively fou Negro boys getting the sdw bage of the
treining whieh this sehool offers, Although this school is loented in the
hoart of Harlem, nearly throsefourtis of the day students come from the
Prorx. The majority of the studerks in the evening school are TegrooSs
The feot that relekively few Negro gtudonts attend the day olesses hes boen
blamed partly on the primeipals who naie the selestion and pertly on the
IMmerican Pederation of lLabor's policies in regerd Yo the Tggro in seortain
trades, At eny rate, it appesrs that if the edusational authorities were
sorious in thoir avowed intentiosns to give tho Tegre child vooational train-
ing this school in the Harlem sommunity should be wtilised for the vacation~

al noeds of thaydigRs, - This sewo observation applies to the vosationel

neods of the Negro girls who senprise ebout 14 per cent of the students
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in the Manhatten Industrisl Sehool for Girls. It is claimed thet Nogro
giris do not measure up to the standards set by this schocl. 8o hove o=
geda appeers the strarge raradom; Hogro grils shonld teke wooatical educes
tion insboad of scadomic work but thoy are not prepared to teke it, Thores

Pore Negro piris ere dirested Lo tho wooationel ecurses iven in the junior
ond senior hich school or sunt to the Barle sumex of the Toxtile Hight
8shools In regard to the woostioral ard frade schools, attontion should e
enlied &0 the faot that no lNegro teachors are esployed in them since it |
avpeers thet they muet heve sone yooars of experience in addition to theip gdw
usati el preparation and this experiense is denied them by the unions,
Thie laat ohservation brings us bk to the obserwation whieh wes nede
at the besluning of our survey of the schocls in Herlem, The school situne
tion 45 related to the other problems & econcmie, hoalth, and housing - of
the Bopro, Disoriminstion in ome field hae 4%s remifiestions in ell m
fiolds of Nepro life, The yroblem of efucetion 4s the eame as ell othey
problemsy nanely, to moke the same oducetional provisions for the school
¢hildrédn of Harlem as ere mnde for children 4n othor seotions of New Yoark
City and to see that Negro teachers are ndmitted o all branches of the

teachiny 8taf?f as other resces,



