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Gerirude Wilson Renorts:

The Will And The
Way Of Boycotters

By GERTRUDE WILSON

This is what [ saw.

In the rooms of the Siloam Baptist Church in Brook-
lyn, and in the offices of the Lenox Terrace Tenants'
Association, donated as headquarters of the City-Wide
School Boycott Committee, I saw the will of & people.

A whole people. T

I didn't see Negroes, I saw
a mixed group of people. White,
Negro, Asian. I saw middle-aged man of business

housewives; stunning YOUng WO yu et have lewrned fo sy,
men, registered nurses, teatlers. ug,n Fathor who art in Hoa:

actors, and playwrights. ven”, in that room, because he

| saw college students Witk oo evantly wher
their faces streaked with ink his hat f ¢ 10 §o 10 hang]

:from the mimCOngph matchines. Ho hllllg it behind the Rm.'.

In Brooklyn alamison who was then talking

. on the phone. Youns Victor,
[ saw Victor Newton, age 9. . | o :
He \3alked i;utor u:i room ngvcr Wit the symbolic name for the

' ., chaos of this drive was then
television cables, past twelve ready for business

?:;kﬁs where phones were shrick: He Iaroed, made s oy b
One foot caught the cable of & (Continued on Page Four)

phone waiting for the Rev. Gala-
mison, but he just turned and
plugged it in again. He was a
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—The Will

(Continued from Page One) |ders, a Senior student at Charles

across the room. and climbed|EVans Hughes High, who has

Into his mother's lap — a ladyjapplied to NYU, said, when asked
who cared that Viector should bel|about the time he spent in Man-
victorlous. As she gave him a|hattan Headquarters instead of
wej.cnmlﬂg hug. She answered the . T

1 ‘e e on his studies, ''It is no longer
phoze. “BOYOCOTT!™, she said. a question of what is good for

Fighting City Hall you, it's what you believe in.”

1 saw organization in the heart| There was Bill Gross, of 511
of chuos. These people were/West 113th Street, answering the

tighting City Hall. But they either|telephones; Elena Keloe, who
hadn’'t heard, or didm't care a-{lives in Brooklyn, and attends
bout the old cliche that ‘youlthe High School of Music and
can't fight City Hall!” Art; Jack Fisher, of 659 West

- They were organized, despite]|l62ud Street, also from Music

the fact that they were informed|and Art. :

daily by professional educators| There were Kkids in trench

that they didn't understand theicoats, and ladies in mink. You

problem. [sit there and watch and you see
Lurie and Johnson people not feeling fatigue. You

; Board of Edu-
Thevy understosd their problem/|ivonder why the .

son. 600 West 150th St.. Manhat.l0f Schools don’t understand that
tan coordinator, direct activities these are people who care, fight-

in the Lenox Terrace headquart-jins for something good. They

ers. It would be hard to belicve:¥Want good schools, and they're

what she did. ientitl‘ed-tn UIEIP, *
| This is a City of turbulence,
l

You'd have to see it. Perhaps
her greatest single achievement : Bl
was gt.her serenity Eshe imparted.|? cross-section of the cllty S-a%'i&
the consideration and kindness|PIC - mot all poor, not fll n’:{; =
which marked the relationship|Ciass. and not all privileged.
these people had with each other. But the onc Ll_ung you sec¢ above

Ellen Lurie. of 180 <Cabrinifall, in this myriad group of races
Boulevard. carried out the de-jand rcligions — you sce Ameri-
tails and policies set up by Mrs.|C&10S together, working for a
Johnsoa. “I'm Manhattan coor-|common goal.
dinator.”” said Mrs. Johnson,

*vut Ellen does all the work.”

Like a Machine j

Work Ellen Lurie did. I never
<aw anvthing like her. T watehedl
her myself. All day Friday. Sat-i
urday, Sunday and Monday Ellen’
Lurie worked - like a machine.:
She instructed picket Cantains.'
She corzanized covery Jince., she.
sent out orders. and onswered,
~hones. Mother of five chiIdren.|
ranging in ages from 1 tn 10.!
\{rs. Lurie is alsn Secretary cf:
the focal Scheol Board, 12, 13,
and 14. '

and vou feel it here. You sce

Others ;
With Thelma Johnson and Ellen|
Turie was Helen James, of 1430
Amsterdam Avenue. coordinator
nf frod for the children in T'ree-
‘em Schools, as well as chief
~f the Speakers' Bureau of the,
Citv-Wide Boycott Committee. ;
She and about 20 other speak-.
ors filled over 100 speaking en-'
gacements in the weeks preceed-:
ing the hoycolt. |
Jack Schwartz., of 4320 Van
Courtlandt Park East. Bronx, sat
at the right hand of Mrs, Lurie
as she =aid, *‘Get this young
man's <taoryv. He has slent herce
all week, and we don't know.
how we would have managed
without him. \
It's What You Believe In |
But there were hundreds of
them, each with a personal sac-
rifice, and concern. Charles Saun-
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